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PCT Collaborative Search and 

Examination(PCT CS&E)  
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PCT CS&E 

Project 

progress  

EPO, KIPO and USPTO carried out two 

phases of pilot  

EPO, JPO, KIPO, SIPO and EPO plan to 

start the third pilot on May 1, 2018  

Work sharing for promoting PCT 

examination quality among offices  

A new pilot business carried out under 

PCT platform  

16th PCT International Authorities Conference in 

2009  

WIPO: "Route map draft of future PCT development"  

New service to promote the value of PCT international 

search and preliminary examination report 



PCT CS&E 
  

The examiners located in different areas and using 

different languages complete the international search and 

preliminary examination of PCT application cooperatively  

the 

temporary 

search 

report  

The  

main  

examiner 

The peer examiners 

of cooperative offices  

the final 

search 

report  

Supplementary & 

comprehensive search  

Project 

concept  
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1  For the PCT 
international 
application  

3  

5  

High-quality 
international 
search report  

It is expected to promote 

the examination status 

predictability of 

application after 

entering the national 

phase  

Driven by the 
applicant  

Prepared by the 
main International 
Searching Authority 

6  It is expected to 

promote the stability 

of patent right  

Project 

characteristics  

PCT CS&E 
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PPH 



    What is PPH ？ 



http://www.jpo.go.jp/ppph-portal/index.htm 

PPH Global Network 



Global Patent Prosecution Highway（GPPH） 
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Total: 4033 

The PPH request quantity submitted to PPH cooperative 

offices based on the review result of SIPO  

(Up to December 31, 2016) 
 

PPH Statistics 
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PPH request quantity submitted to SIPO based on the review 

result of PPH cooperative offices 
(up to December 31, 2016)  

PPH Statistics Total:  19833  

41% 

49% 

3% 

常规PPH案件请求量统计 

美国 日本 韩国 欧洲专利局 

Total:  14760  

Statistics of conventional PPH case request quantity  

USA  Japan  Korea  European Patent Office  

4% 

51% 
17% 

25% 

PCT-PPH案件请求量统计 

美国 日本 韩国 欧洲专利局 

Total:  5073  

Statistics of PCT-PPH case request quantity  

USA  Japan  Korea  European Patent Office  
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Total: 19833 

Number of requests per year at SIPO 
(Up to December 31, 2016) 

PPH Statistics 
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Technical field distribution of PPH request submitted to SIPO based on the 

review result of PPH cooperative offices 
(Up to December 31, 2016)  

PPH Statistics 

8% 

18% 

13% 

2% 
11% 

22% 

26% 

常规PPH案件请求

量统计 

A部 B部 C部 D部 
E部 F部 G部 H部 

Statistics of conventional PPH 

case request quantity  

Section 

A  

Section 

B  

Section 

C  

Section 

D  

Section 

E  

Section 

F  

Section 

G  
Section 

H  

10% 

16% 

12% 
2% 

3% 11% 

21% 

25% 

PCT-PPH案件请求

量统计 

A部 B部 C部 D部 
E部 F部 G部 H部 

Statistics of PCT-PPH case 

request quantity  

Section 

A  

Section 

B  

Section 

C  
Section 

D  

Section 

E  
Section 

F  
Section 

G  

Section 

H  



PPH Statistics 
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(Jan-June, 2016, at SIPO) 

•First action pendency 
– From PPH request to first office action 

– 2.7 months 

•Final action pendency 
– From PPH request to final office action 

– 11.9 months 

•Number of office actions 
– 1.0 
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• Promotion seminars 

– Since  2011; 

– Held in many cities in China;  

– Experts from PPH partner offices were invited; 

 
 

 
Beijing, Shanghai, Suzhou, 

Shenzhen, Fuzhou, Hangzhou, 

Guangzhou, Chengdu, 

Qingdao, Tianjin, Hefei, Shanxi 

 
PPH User outreach activities 

 



Other user outreach initiatives 

– PPH Column of SIPO 

• www.sipo.gov.cn/ztzl/ywzt/pph/ 

– Booklet 

– Newspaper 
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SIPO-ROSPATENT PPH Pilot Program 

Commence 

 

July 1, 2012 July 1, 2013 

Extend 

SIPO ROSPATENT 

National PPH 

PCT-PPH 

June 30, 2018 

Extend 

July 1, 2015 



PPH Application Process  

Executable files – for applicants 

• 《Procedures to file a request to the State Intellectual Property 

Office of the P. R. China (SIPO) for Patent Prosecution Highway 

(PPH) Pilot Program among the SIPO and PPH partner offices》 

PPH request 
 
 

The reception  and  
examination  for PPH  
request 

 

Applicant 

SIPO 

Accelerated   
Substantive 
examination 

Accelerated grant  
or refusal 

PPH request is  
rejected 
 

second chance to file 

the PPH request 



PPH Application Requirements (SIPO) 



PPH Application Requirements (SIPO)  

ROSPATENT 

Application 

SIPO 

Application 

Request for 

Substantive 

Examination 

Publication 

Notice of Invention 

Patent Application 

Entering into Substantive 

Examination Stage 

First 

Office 

Action 

Patentable/

Allowable 

Priority  Claim Request for 

PPH 

 Claim Correspondence 

 Application Correspondence 

 Positive Examination Opinion  

 Appropriate time 

E! 

￥ 

2 



• After the national publication 

• After entering substantive examination phase or together with the 

request for substantive examination 

• Before starting substantive examination 

• Up to two opportunities of filling request for each application 

PPH Application Requirements  
Appropriate time 

Application 

Date 
Publish 

Substantive 

phase 

First 

OA 

Together 
with the 
request for 
substantive 
examination 

PPH 
request 



PPH Application Requirements  
“Sufficiently Correspond” 

SIPO Application 

process 

process product + 

OK 

OK 

NG 

the same or similar 

scope  

narrower in scope  

introduces a 

new/different 

category of claims 

ROSPATENT 

 Application 

NG product 



     
 At least one corresponding application exists in the 

ROSPATENT and has one or more claims that are 

determined to be patentable/allowable by the 

ROSPATENT. 

 Claims are “determined to be allowable/patentable” 

when the ROSPATENT examiner clearly identified the 

claims to be “PATENTABLE” in the latest office action, 

even if the application is not granted for patent yet. 
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Positive Examination Opinion  



• Amendments: 

    Meet the requirement of “Sufficient Correspondence” 

    

   Time Slot: 

 Together with a request for substantive examination 

 Within 3 months after receiving the Notice of Invention 

Patent Application Entering into Substantive 

Examination Stage. 
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PPH Application Requirements  
“Sufficiently Correspond” 



PPH Application Requirements  
“Sufficiently Correspond” 

• Amendments: 

    After the PPH request is approved 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before 1st OA After 1st OA 

Need to sufficiently 

correspond 

NO need to sufficiently 

correspond 

29 



OA 
Copies of OAs of corresponding application（
regular PPH）, copies of latest OA（PCT-PPH）, 
and Chinese or English translation thereof 
(except for the documents can be retrieved 
through IT system) 

Claims 

Copies of patentable claims deemed as 
allowable by OFF, and Chinese or English 
translation thereof. (except for the case 
the documents can be retrieved through IT 
system) 
 

Cited 
Copies of cited documents（non-patent 
literature） 

Copy of cited documents 
appeared in the latest OA Form “Common PPH request form” 

What materials are required to request PPH to 
SIPO？  

30 
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Implementation Timetable  

31 

Common 

PPH 

Request 

Form 

Common PPH Request Form 
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Next Steps 

• Extension of existing pilots 

• Expansion of PPH partnerships 

• Promotion of PPH in China 

• Addressing issues on PPH development 
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• Extension of SIPO-ROSPATNET, SIPO-INPI PPH pilot programme 
– The SIPO-ROSPATNET pilot will be expired on June 30, 2018 

– The SIPO-INPI pilot will be expired on January 31, 2020 

• Further raising user awareness 
– Promotion seminar 

• Latest information exchange and consultation 
– Status quo information 

– User feedback 

 

 

 

 

CN-BRICS PPH Future Cooperation 

34 



 

 

PPH portal site (maintainedby JPO) 
http://www.jpo.go.jp/ppph-portal/index.htm 

More PPH  information?  

PPH column of SIPO 
http://www.sipo.gov.cn/ztzl/ywzt/pph/ 

http://www.jpo.go.jp/ppph-portal/index.htm
http://www.jpo.go.jp/ppph-portal/index.htm
http://www.jpo.go.jp/ppph-portal/index.htm
http://w/


zhouqing@sipo.gov.cn 


